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leave to take this opportunity of again thanking your Majesty                            *
for all the honors your Majesty has graciously conferred on him. They would not be mean distinctions, even for the most exalted, but what enhances them to him beyond all price, is that your Majesty has condescended to express your Majesty's personal gratification in rewarding a servant who, whatever his deficiencies, is, he hopes, from his very heart, devoted to your Majesty.
If there was nothing dramatic about Benjamin Disraeli's manner of leaving the House of Commons, the first appearance of the Earl of Beaconsfield in the House of Lords had a certain piquancy of its own. "When, on February 8, 1877, the Queen opened Parliament in state, all eyes were turned on' a familiar face, bnt a strangely disguised figure,' * at Her Majesty's left hand as she sat on the Throne. It was the Prime Minister, in scarlet and ermine, bearing aloft the Sword of State; standing mute and motionless, with all the dignity of pose, and lack of facial expression, that distinguished him on great occasions. He was but lately risen from a bed of sickness, and the Queen had offered to release him from the ' cumbersome ' burden; but he was resolved, once at least, to play in due form the Minister's part in the historic pageant. 'He quite counts/ he wrote on January 28, c on the honor of carrying the Sword of State and standing next to your Majesty. He would not like to miss so great an incident. It is a chapter in life!'
The brilliant throng of peeresses who attended the function returned a couple of hours later to see the Prime Minister of Society take his seat as a peer. According to the practice of the Lords a newcomer has to be introduced by two members of that order of the peerage to which, he has been raised. The earls whom Beaconsfield chose as sponsors were Derby and Bradford; the one the son of his old chief and himself his leading colleague in the Ministry, the other the husband of his intimate friend. Conducted by , and preceded by Garter and other high officers of
i Diary of Two Parliaments, Vol. I., p. 172.Endymion, ch. 76, Beaconsfield quotes Charles Fox as laying clown, in almost identical terms, the unwritten rules about quotation in Parliament.      |
